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April 22, 2008

Ms. Deverra Beverly, Founding Chair
and

Mr. Fred Bonner, Board Chair
National Public Housing Museum

Dear Ms, Beverly and Mr. Bonner:

I am pleased to support the effort {o create a National Public Housing Museum in Chicago. This
new cultural institution will provide a rare opportunity for visitors from throughout our city, the
nation and the world to understand the experiences of those who have lived in America’s public
housing. Importantly, it will also provide a forum for dialogue on a broad range of topics
including race, affordable housing, community development, segregation, poverty, economic
advancement, architecture and design. This initiative is all the more powerful because it was
born out of the vision of Chicago public housing residents themselves and their commitment to
preserving their stories of family and community for future generations.

Chicago occupies a pivotal place in the history of public housing as home to some of the first and
some of the largest developments in America. It is, indeed, a fitting location for an institution
that will explore and celebrate the rich and varied experiences of the immigrants, migrants and
thousands of families who have at one time required subsidized housing. The National Public
Housing Museum’s exhibits and programs will engage and educate countless visitors for
generations to come and serve as a new national treasure.

Sincerely,

Bobby L. Rush
Member of Congress
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