Smithsonian
National Museum of African American
History and Culture

Office of the Director

April 7, 2008

Ms. Deverra Beverly and Ms. Sunny Fischer
Public Housing Museum

c/o The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
203 North Wabash, Suite 1800

Chicago, Illinois 60601

Dear Ms. Beverly and Ms. Fischer:

I am quite pleased to take this opportunity to write a letter in support of the creation of a
Public Housing Museum in Chicago. As the former President of the Chicago Historical
Society and as the Founding Director of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum
of African American History and Culture, I know how important this museum will be for
the city of Chicago and for the nation. Using the history of Public Housing as a lens, this
museum will illuminate how race, urbanization, housing decisions, and public policy and
political consideration have shaped our cities and our nation in profound and
fundamental ways. So much of our current challenges involving affordable housing, the
resegregation of our neighborhoods and the impact of poverty, can be discussed,
analyzed, and better understood thanks to this museum.

Please count on my personal and professional support. And do not hesitate to call on me.

All the best,
dphp-b
Lonnie G. Bunch
Director
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